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INTRODUCTION 


The fact that the size of the seniors population will undergo 
a rapid increase during the next decade has received considerable public 
attention, This has resulted in some dire predictions about the con- 
sequences of having this "dependent" population growing rapidly "on the 
backs" of the working population who, after all, foot the bill. 


The purpose of this paper is to examine this problem in the 
local area. The problem, in a nutshell, is as follows - The working 
population is responsible for caring for the non-working "dependent" 
population. The major vehicle of support, of course, are taxes and the 
fear is that as the deperdent population increase, the working age 
population and, therefore, the tax base, will necessarily decrease, At 
some hypothetical point, it will become increasingly more difficult for 
th... working group to support the dependent group. With taxes already 
at a high rate, it is feared that this rapid increase in the seniors 


"dependent" population may be the element which tips the scales, 


THE SIZE OF THE SENIORS POPULATION 


This apparent problem is shown in numerical terms on Table I. 
In the second half of the 19th century, the size of the seniors 
population in Hamilton-Wentworth will have increased by almost 125%, 
The single largest increase will take place during the 1980's when the 
"baby boom" of the 1920's enters that age group. (For more discussion 
of this matter, see "1980 Background Paper No. 2 - Age-Related Demand 


in Two Service Sectors During the 1980's".) 


Their share of the population will have increased from a low 


Oe 8.1 in 1961 to 11.7% in 2001. 


i a 


apt Banibel git aties @tcinee eft to osfe ot? tort Leade 
shld aiderabtanco fevisoer vad sheosh txeny art anit 22 
o ino. oy tuo anottotberq ovih amcea vt bedfenst gar etd 

~ enka na” eibiqat qrivorg noftatugog "tunbaegeb" atdt achrad t 
. vite elt so0% .Iin fatty eon nokta feqog qo btiov ete 


edt af maidortg pidd enimaxs oF Af t9gSq ait to saoquuq as y 
mtfXtow SHT > awollot ac et .Clodeton p ith ematderq eat sAeta | 
“vesbreqe" yaivrouench 6.5% 10% chtrro 75% ofdfenoqeet ab note 

a ; ods brie 2oxn? ett ,agiros “tc »itedqua ‘ta efofdev xopot ad? rhe qe 

Sye witiaino ond ,saasiodL witelegoq *nebteqeb. ot a4 teal “a 
tA  sreotoab viitnaasosn Cliw .oam! cat it ,orototatt ion ‘es fy 

02 rercctss oto vfpitasersti omoved (iw +t .tatoq Leobtedvoqys 9 
voaotia nexet itt .quvory tnehraqed sit Proqque oF quien gilyrow oA 

ote off ft sennrolé hiqget Bids tent herect akatt yatat gist fy 
-aolaon ot agit dotiy teom ais off ed yan oa fiefuqeq "teabosgel 
‘ 


WOTTAIUGOT SACTHSS GUY TO BVTe sHT 


,l sida? no acret Ieobremun af avede ef meidorg vee atdT 
eroiwe att Yo asic add .yrutnen dtel edt to Then bagaee eaiing 

“ROSE teomfa YW founetod? avert Lliy <a nmantahen’ n= ao nO ES 
ott nary »OBOF at aniuvd eoeld edot Lliv saseiont sengral ayn 
KofBaUQerh |om wof) .qworu aga dad? avecne B1OCOl adi 2c ih 
bonsad fetaletoosh - % ,of tsdad Boyorgia@ OSCr" see ,tedtem aft 
(,."2t08@0L edt setenl ertotse® wertcctt 


Fa 


wot o Rov? beenotoch avad Eife ociteleqog ait lo sata aieat 
$1008 nt ULL ot GOeL ve SE te 


TABLE I: POPULATION AGED 65 AND OVER, HAMILTON-WENTWORTH 


POPULATION 
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Also included on Table I is the "old age dependency ratio". 
This statistic indicates the size of the "seniors population" relative 
to the working age population. The higher the dependency ratio, the 


larger the size of the dependent population. 


It is this vie, as presented in Table I which has been the 
basis for much of the concern about the increased size of the seniors 
population, The problem with this view, however, is that it ignores 


some other very important considerations. 


The aged are only one component of the "dependent population" 
and there is a problem in viewing that one component in isolation. 
Another major component of the dependent population are children and 
their proportion in the population is forecast to diminish over the 
nex. decade. Thus, as one component is growing (the aged), another is 
reducing (children). The overall effects of this are illustrated in 


the dependency ratio presented in Table II. 


According to these projections, the total ratio may increase 
somewhat during the eighties but still remain well below the high point 
of 1961. 


THE ACTUAL DEPENDENT POPULATION 


This also presents an incomplete picture of population 
dependency. The actual "dependent" population is composed of all 
persons who are not working. This includes the unemployed and persons 
of working age who are not in the labour force as well as the young and 
the old. The labour force participation rate, then, can have a major 


effect upon the size of the dependent population. 


‘i : mentee alight rs inden om ae 
acl ele trobreqeb ant to sake 


ont mond aad Hotdy J aldet nt atronaty RA. prety abt ai t 
atoinar: sit Yo anta hogsotonh oct duoda mrgoqoo" ont 40. sc 
aeserist +i todd af .tevewod aweky aint div waldory oa? ink ad ; 

.anto hi etehtardo shlaaal wer eno 


"wottealyqog gnebraqeb" aft to t+narogmos ano ‘iis ste) ae ee 9, 
eitetteford at tuayogeco sro tad? grivety at meaidorg so of & 
ban mexbiids sva cobtsluqgoq taebnaqsh sit le drastoqmoa oie 
adt tavo dalntmibh ot tesootct et seftaleqod ad? ot dip 

at redtome ,(bess aft) axtwotg ef tmenogmoo ono ee yaudT = 
nk hatarteut fit are atdt to avool'te [ferave ef? .(netbiide 
.IT ofdel af hatveaetg otter conten 


snnerant yom offst feted ot .saolvestotq ezedt of qrifiossA 
trfog dgid adt woled Ifew ntaaer (lite dud aeitdeis edt gaitvh tadwemog 


MOTTAMVIOL THIET JAUTOA. Sur 


noivalogod to stiustolq atelqmoont aa atageatq cata etd? 

{fa ‘lo hesognae ef sottelegog “tasbteqeb" Lavtos eAT | .gonat 
unowiag bas beyolqmani: oft aabufoct attl .andsrow tom eta ofv a 
bus guuoy edt es Ifsw as sotot «wodel sdf ni tom sts one ope ee ~ 
sotea s avai neo ,rodt ,ater nottegtoitraq soot awodel efT i6fo edt 
+6 tefuaeg tnabnaqnh sit Io este add mnogu Joatio 7 


TABLE II: DEPENDENCY RATIOS FOR WENTWORTH 
COUNTY BY DECADE, 1951-2001 
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Source: Social Trends in Hamilton-Wentworth, S.P.R.C., 1978 
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To control for this problem, we have attempted to calculate 
the actual size of the local dependent population for the thirty year 
period from 1961 to 1991. The "dependent population", as we have 


defined it, is composed of the following sub-groups: 


1) Youth 
2) Unemployed working age persons 


3) All persons not in the labour force 
(this would include the senior citizens 
population) 


The results of these calculations are presented in Table III. 
The figures for 1961, 1971 and 1976 are the actual figures, taken from 


the Census for those years. 


For the 1991 situation, we used population figures from the 
population projections for Wentworth County from provincial sources. 
We then constructed three possible scenarios based upon different rates 


of labour force participation and unemployment. 


The first scenario was the "no-change" alternative. It 
assumed that labour force participation and unemployment would be the 
same in 1991 as they were in 1976. This is the most pessimistic of 


the forecasts. 


The second scenario assumes an increase in the local partici- 
pation rate to a level representing the provincial average in 1976 with 
no change in unemployment. This would necessitate a marked increase 
in female labour force participation in the local area. As of 1976, our 


female labour force participation rate was well below that of the - 


provincial average. 
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The third scenario assumes that the participation rate will 
climb and the unemployment rate will decrease which, in fact, it has 
done since 1976. Given the projected labour force shortage by the end 
of the 1980's, it is quite possible that the unemployment rate could 
fall further during the decade, (For further discussion, see Background 


Paper No. 1.) 


Regardless, however, of which scenario comes about, the actual 
Size of the dependent population should be lower during the 1980's than 
during the previous twenty years. If the most optimistic forecast comes 
about (scenario number three), then the decrease could be almost eleven 


percentage points, 


CONCLUSIONS 


With adequate planning, the increase in the size of the seniors 
population does not imply some of the disastrous consequences which have 


been played up in the public consciousness, 


It does not have to put added pressure upon the working 
population and, therefore, the overall tax base which supports the service 


system. 


Obviously, some kind of re-allocation of funds is necessary as 
this age group increases during the next decade. The service sectors 
which will feel the increase in demand will require funding increases, 


but these could come about through the re-allocation of existing monies, 
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